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refuse to admit that there is something common in our hearts? What is that thing that we have in common in our hearts? It is reason and a sense of right. The Sage is one who has first discovered what is common in our hearts. Therefore, reason and the sense of right please our minds as beef and pork and mutton please our palates.
Mencius then proceeds to point out four things common to the hearts of men, which establish first the equality of all men with the Sages, secondly the essential identity of all humanity, and thirdly disqualify one from being regarded as "a man" as soon as he loses them.
The heart of mercy is in all men; the sense of shame is in all men; the sense of courtesy and respect is in all men; the sense of right and wrong is in all men.
Mencius proves it in the following manner:
Even now-a-days, when men suddenly see a child about to fall into a well, they will all experience a feeling of alarm and distress. They will feel so, not that they may thereon gain the favour of the child's parents; nor that they may seek the praise of their neighbours and friends; nor from a dislike of the sound [of the falling child]. Hence it is that he who has not a heart of mercy is not a man; who has not a sense of shame is not a man; who has not a sense of courtesy and consideration for other? is not a man; who is without a sense of right and wrong is not a man.
Mencius conveniently forgot about pigment, although there were enough racial differences in China to justify his referring to some tribes as talking a "bird language."